SIGNS AND WONDERS AS WE PREACH THE GOSPEL
Healings are a great way in which the power of God can be displayed and will greatly support and substantiate the Gospel message that we preach; that we have a resurrected Saviour who still heals. (Hebrews 13:8) Jesus told his disciples to go and preach the gospel and to heal the sick. 

“And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The Kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:7-8)

“Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases. He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and heal the sick.” (Luke 9:1-2)

The Apostles also prayed:

“Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, ‘by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the Name of Your Holy Servant Jesus.” (Acts 4:29-30)

There are a number of disciplines in our Christian walk that can help us to preach the gospel with power and to see healings being a consistent part of our ministry to others

1) WE NEED TO HAVE COMPASSION FOR THE LOST  
           (This comes from Jesus being our FIRST LOVE)
“And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion for them, and healed their sick.” (Matthew 14:14)

“And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.  But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.” (Matthew 9:35-36)

2) WE NEED TO SPEND TIME WITH JESUS
“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marvelled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.”  (Acts 4:13)

· Anointing comes from our relationship with Jesus

· Our prayers need to be inspired and directed by the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:26-27) 
· God sets up divine appointments (Having intimacy in our walk with the Lord helps us to be led by the Holy Spirit as to who to pray for)

· We need to learn to involve Jesus in all of our life and to commune with Him always. This is a great key to cultivating intimacy in our walk with the Lord so that we instinctively know His voice
· We need to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18)

· We need to learn to listen to the still small voice of the Holy Spirit
· The importance of worshipping the Father in Spirit and Truth (John 4:23-24)

· The more we know Jesus in a real and personal way, the more effective we will be in sharing our faith with others and praying for the sick

3) WE ALL NEED TO HUMBLE OURSELVES
· We need to make sure that we always remain humble when God performs major miracles through our life. Apart from God we can do nothing. Pride always precedes a fall

· The more humble we become, the more responsibility God can entrust to us and the greater things He can do in and through our lives for His glory (James 4:10)

· The Apostle Peter gave all the glory to God when he healed the lame man

“Now as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the porch which is called Solomon’s, greatly amazed.  So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: “Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this?  Or why look so intently at us, as though by our power or godliness we had made this man walk?...His Name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know.  Yes the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.” (Acts 3:11,12 &16)

· We must learn to always give ALL the glory to God when we see people healed
The Apostle Paul said, “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” (1 Corinthians 10:31)

· We descend to greatness. The more we humble ourselves the more God can raise us up to do great things for His glory. God’s Kingdom is an upside down Kingdom

Jesus said, “But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant.  And whoever exalts himself will be abased, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Matthew 23:11-12)

4) WE NEED TO MEDITATE ON THE SCRIPTURES RELATING TO HEALINGS AND MIRACLES (We need to get them into our spirit. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17)
5) The importance of being led by the Holy Spirit when praying for the sick
· Being led by the Holy Spirit is a great key to consistently seeing miracles of healing when we pray for people. God knows the people who are open to being prayed for and who have the faith to receive their healing

In the book of Acts we read,

“And in Lystra a certain man without strength in his feet was sitting, a cripple from his mother’s womb, who had never walked. This man heard Paul speaking. Paul, observing him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, said with a loud voice, “Stand up straight on your feet!” And he leaped and walked.” (Acts 14:8-10)
6) The best time to pray for miracles and healings is when we are flowing in the gifts of the Holy Spirit
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.” (1 Corinthians 12:7-11)
This is why we need to be always flexible in our meetings and open to praying for people when the Holy Spirit prompts us to pray for people. It is so important that we always allow the Holy Spirit to have His way in all of our meetings
7) The importance of praying in faith / elders anointing with oil / repenting of any known sin in our lives

In the book of James we read,

“Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms. Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.” (James 5:13-15)

“Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.” (James 5:16-18)
In these two passages of Scripture we can see three things in relation to people being healed; 
1) The power of prayers prayed by the elders and leaders of a church when they pray over people anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. At times in my pastoral role when I am praying for people the Holy Spirit will specifically instruct me to pray for a person as per James 5:14 anointing them with oil in the name of Jesus. AGAIN IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE ARE ALWAYS LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT IN ALL THAT WE DO. Jesus Himself healed people in many different ways. 
2) The importance of praying in faith. It is so important that we believe already for the miracle of healing as we pray
Jesus Himself said, “Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. “Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” (Mark 11:22-24)

AND
3) Sometimes it is important that we encourage people to repent of things in their life that could be a barrier to them receiving their healing before we pray for their healing

The Psalmist wrote,
“If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear. But certainly God has heard me; He has attended to the voice of my prayer.” (Psalm 66:18-19)

8) The need for some people to be delivered of evil spirits to be healed
In the gospel of Luke we read,

“Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way [a]raise herself up. But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity.”  And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.” (Luke 13:10-13)
9) DON’T ALLOW YOURSELF TO SPEND TIME WITH PEOPLE WHO ARE SCEPTICS AND SPEAK AGAINST HEALINGS (They will quench the fire in your belly and dilute your faith)
10) WORSHIP HELPS TO CREATE AN ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH PEOPL ARE HEALED (God inhabits the praises of His people)
In the book of Psalms we read,

“But You are holy, Enthroned in the praises of Israel.” (Psalm 22:3)

11) BE ASSURED THAT JESUS HAS GIVEN ALL BELIEVERS THE AUTHORITY AND POWER TO HEAL PEOPLE AND TO DELIVER PEOPLE FROM STRONGHOLDS IN HIS NAME
· Just as Jesus commissioned His disciples to preach the gospel and to heal and deliver people (Luke 9:1-2), so has He commissioned all believers

Jesus Himself said, 
“And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” (Mark 16:17-18)
12) OUR OBEDIENCE TO GOD’S WORD IS A GREAT KEY TO SEEING GOD’S POWER OPERATING IN OUR LIFE
· We must be faithful in the little things
· Our obedience helps us to continually hear the voice of the Holy Spirit clearly

· Partial obedience is disobedience 
· Delayed obedience is disobedience

· Doing the Lord’s will but murmuring is also disobedience

· God is looking for an army of Christians who will be radically obedient to His call on their lives, and who will be men and women of faith
· We need to have a childlike faith and dependency on God
· God will only pour out His Glory through Holy Vessels. (People who are disciplined in both their actions and thought life.) We must aspire to be holy and Christlike.  This comes through simply living a life of obedience as we learn to walk in the Spirit. This does not mean legalism, but freedom in the Spirit as we allow the Holy Spirit to guide and direct our steps in life. Having a repentant heart and short accounts with the Lord is also a key to living a victorious Christian life 
13) THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 
Jesus Himself depended upon the Holy Spirit during His ministry here on earth
In the book of Acts we read,

“how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” (Acts 10:38)

· As we give out to others we must ourselves be continually filled afresh with the Holy Spirit

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18)

· It is so important that we always minister out of the overflow of God’s Spirit in our lives

The Apostle Paul emphasised the importance of this when he wrote,

“For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height - to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:14-19)

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,” (Ephesians 3:20) 

14) Always being careful to only focus on things of good report

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)
· As Christians we are of a different Kingdom and can tap into all of God’s promises in  His word (2 Corinthians 1:20) (Psalm 103:2-5)
· Continually focusing on the problems in our world will begin to erode our faith for miracles. The news media is full of bad reports regarding the Covid 19 pandemic
· As Christians we are to be in the world but not of it. We must therefore not be always focusing on the negative news reports about the Covid 19 cases but rather focusing only on things of good report and what God says about our life and future
· The best thing to focus on and meditate upon is the word of God and all of the promises of God that are contained in it
· Continually choosing to focus only on things of good report is a great key to always having our faith built up so that we always believe for miracles when we pray for people in need of healing
AND
15) SIGNS AND WONDERS FOLLOW THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL

· It is as we step out and preach the gospel that we can also expect to see miracles of healing that confirm the message of the Kingdom that we preach. Preaching the gospel and healing the sick work together to help see people come to Christ. Jesus Himself in His ministry here on earth taught in the synagogues and both preached the gospel of the Kingdom and healed the sick. (Matthew 9:35)
In the book of Acts we read,

“Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them.  And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.  For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who were paralysed and lame were healed.  AND THERE WAS GREAT JOY IN THAT CITY.”  (Acts 8:5-8)
In the gospel of Mark we read,

“And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen” (Mark 16:20)
So may I encourage you to actively look for opportunities to pray for the sick in the coming days so that many people will be encouraged to commit their lives to Jesus Christ as they both hear the gospel and witness the miracles of healing in their lives!
I will now finish by again looking at the words of Jesus,

“And these signs will follow those who believe:  In My Name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” (Mark 16:17-18) 
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